[Ectopia cordis. Report of a prenatally diagnosed cases and a short review of the literature].
Ectopia cordis is defined as a congenital malposition of the heart partially or completely outside the thorax. Severe structural malformations of the heart are very frequently associated and are responsible for the extremely poor prognosis. Only 16 out of 219 cases reported in the literature up to now have survived. We report on a case of Ectopia cordis thoraco-abdominalis associated with an univentricular heart and a hypoplastic pulmonary vascular bed detected prenatally in the 32nd week of gestation. The male newborn died 23 h after a spontaneous and uneventful delivery at term. Considering the poor prognosis no surgical attempts had been undertaken to correct the malformation.